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As part of his wedding gift, Khadijah gave her husband the services of a youth name Zayd from the tribe of Kalb in Syria.
Several years before, Zayd's mother had taken her son to visit her family in the tribe of Tayy. During their visit the village
had been raided by marauders from the tribe of Bani Kayn and amongst their plunder they seized Zayd then sold him in
Mecca.

Zayd's father, Haritha, had led a search party to find his son, but the search proved unsuccessful -- there was no trace
whatsoever of him and he feared the worst. Khadijah and Muhammad had been married for only a few months when the
pilgrimage season began and soon pilgrims from all over Arabia and beyond came to Mecca. It was in that year that
tribesmen from Kalb decided to partake in the pilgrimage and by chance Zayd happened to see and recognized some of
them. Zayd knew his parents would have grieved over his loss.

At first, he too had been devastated at being torn from his parents, but nowadays his circumstances had changed and he
was very happy living in the household of Muhammad. However, now that the opportunity presented itself he was able to
send his parents a comforting message via the pilgrims. Members of Zayd's family were recognized as master poets so
he composed a verse conveying the news that he was alive, happy and well. The verse told them not to grieve for him
any longer because he lived near the Holy Ka'ba with a blessed and noble family.{mosimage=makka-
madina/DSC_0043.jpg{mosimage=makka-madina/DSC_0054.jpgH{mosimage=makka-madina/DSC_0055.jpg}

As soon as the pilgrims reached home they went straight to Haritha and delivered the poem. Haritha was overjoyed to
receive news that his son was alive and immediately ordered mounts to be made ready for himself and his brother to ride
to Mecca to ransom his son. Upon reaching Mecca they inquired the way to the house of Muhammad and when they
reached it earnestly begged him to allow them to ransom Zayd. Haritha was prepared to offer any amount of money to
free his son, however, they were surprised when Muhammad told them that if Zayd wished to return with them he was
free to do so and the payment of a ransom was unnecessary.

Zayd was sent for and asked if he recognized the two men standing before him. Zayd was overjoyed to see his father
and uncle again and confirmed that they were indeed his family. Then, Muhammad asked if he wished to return with
them or to remain with him in his household. The reply Zayd's father and uncle were about to hear astounded them, Zayd
replied that he wished to remain as he was happy where he was. Zayd's father could not comprehend how anyone, let
alone his own son, could choose the life of a servant to that of a freeman, but Zayd respectfully told them that he did not
wish it otherwise.

Upon hearing these touching words, Muhammad took Zayd by the hand and went to the Ka'ba. There he announced
Zayd's freedom saying, "All those who are present, bear witness that Zayd is as my son, | am his heir and he is mine."
Haritha and his brother returned home and told their fellow tribesmen of Zayd's decision. They recounted the
circumstances and the great bond they had witnessed between Muhammad and Zayd, and told them that Zayd was a
freeman.

The Dalily Life of Muhammad and Khadijah

Muhammad&rsquo;s marriage with Khadijah was very happy and blissful. He continued to manage Khadijah's affairs with
great skill and her business flourished bringing further wealth to the household. Despite the abundance of wealth,
Muhammad choose to live a simple life giving most of his away to those in need. Muhammad&rsquo;s aunt, Saffiyah,
Abd Muttalib's daughter, and sister of Hamza, married a relative of Khadijah and visited with them often taking her son,
Zubair, whom she had named after her elder brother, with her.

When Khadijah became pregnant, Saffiyah offered the services of her own maid Salma, to assist with the birth. Khadijah
gratefully accepted and so Salma became the midwife to all of the children born to them. Their sons names were Kasim
and Abdullah -- who was also known as Al Tahir or Al Tayyib -- and their daughters were named Zaynab, Rukiyah, Umm
Kulthum and Fatima. However, their sons were not destined to live long. Kasim died shortly before his second birthday,
and Abdullah died during infancy shortly after his father became the Seal of the Prophets of Allah, (sa).

http://www.pmuhammad.com Powered by Joomla! Generated: 10 September, 2010, 02:54



